VIII

TASTES AND  AMUSEMENTS

A MARKED trait of Washington's character was his
particularity about his clothes; there can be little
question that he was*early in life a good deal of
a dandy, and that this liking for fine feathers never
quite left him. When he was about sixteen years
old he wrote in his journal, " Memorandum to have
my Coat made by the following Directions to be
made a Frock with a Lapel Breast the Lapel to
Contain on each side six Button Holes and to be
about 5 or 6 Inches wide all the way equal and to
turn as the Breast on the Coat does to have it made
very long Waisted and in Length to come down to
or below the bent of the knee the Waist from the
armpit to the Fold to be exactly as long or Longer
than from thence to the Bottom not to have more
than one fold in the Skirt and the top to be made
just.to' turn in and three Button Holes the Lapel at
the top to turn as the Cape of the Coat and Bottom
to Come Parallel with the Button Holes the Last
Button hole in the Breast to be right opposite to the
Button on the Hip."

In 1754 he bought "a Superfine blue broad cloth
Coat, with Silver Trimmings," " a fine Scarlet Waist-
coat full Lac'd," and a quantity of." silver lace for a
Hatt," and from another source it is learned that att trial to him that
